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We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.
 Native American Proverb
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We are aware that the earth was born and is borne by a delicate dynamic of forces, which converged to become the integrity of our planet.  We are enchanted by the splendor of its life emergence, of which we are but a part.

Yet at the very time we are awestruck by this wondrous disclosure, we are stunned by the cumulative significance of human insensitivity to the natural world.  We are informed, as never before, that the earth is subject to possibly irreparable damage to the primordial pattern of life-sustaining processes.

The spiritual challenge of the ecological crisis draws us back to our religious traditions, to reflect on and celebrate the natural world in its most profound sense of mystery as a manifestation and experience of the sacred.  We humans find not only our place but also our presence to the sacred in this phenomenal emergence.

As individuals, as institutions, as a people, we need a change of heart to preserve and protect the planet for our children and for generations yet unborn.
Earth and Faith: A Book of Reflection for Action

Interfaith Partnership for the Environment and UN Environment Program


The high the low all of creation, God gives to humankind to use.

If this privilege is misused, God’s Justice permits creation to punish humanity. 



          Hildegard of Bingen

Psalm 104

Praise of God the Creator
Bless the Lord, O my soul!

O Lord, my God, you are great indeed!

You make the clouds your chariot; you travel on the wings

Of the wind, you make the winds your messengers,

And flaming fires your ministers.

You fixed the earth on its foundation, with the oceans as a

Garment you covered it.

You send forth springs into the watercourses that wind among

The mountains, and give drink to every beast of the field.

Beside them the birds of heaven dwell; from among the branches

They send forth song.

The earth is replete with the fruit of your works.

You raise grass for the cattle, and vegetation for our use,

Producing bread from the earth and wine to 

Gladden our hearts.

How manifold are your works, O Lord!

In wisdom you have wrought them all – the earth

Is full of your creatures;

The sea also, great and wide, in which are schools without

number of living things both small and great.

They all look to you to give them food in due time, 

When you give it to them, they gather it;

When you open your hand, they are filled with good things.

If you hide your face, they are dismayed; if you

Take away their breath they perish and return to dust.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created

And renew the face of the earth.  Amen
The environment is God’s gift to everyone and in our use of it we have a responsibility towards the poor, towards future generations and towards humanity as a whole.








Benedict XVI


Psalm 148

Hymn of all creation to the Almighty Creator
Praise God from the heavens. Praise God in the heights.

Praise God all you angels. Praise God sun and moon.

Praise God all you shining stars. Praise God you highest heavens,

And you waters above the heavens.

 Let them praise the name of God.

God commanded and they were created.

God established them forever and ever and

Gave them a duty that shall not pass away.

Praise God from the earth, you sea creatures and all depths.

Fire and hail, snow and mist, storm winds that fulfill God’s word.

You mountains and all you hills, you fruit trees and all you cedars.

Wild beasts and all tame animals, creeping things and winged fowl.

Let the kings of the earth and all peoples; 

Princes and all the judges of the earth.

Young men and maidens, old men and boys praise the name of God, 

for God’s name alone is exalted.

God’s majesty is above earth and heaven, 

and God has lifted up the people.

Be this God’s praise from all the faithful ones, from the children of Israel,

and people close to God.  Amen


Light and darkness, wind and fire, water and earth, the tree and its fruit speak of God and symbolize both God’s greatness and nearness.

Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.1147


St. Francis’ Canticle of the Sun

O most high almighty good Lord God,

To you belong praise, glory, honor and all blessings.

Praised be my Lord God with all creatures; and our Brother the Sun.

Who brings us the day and the night;

Fair is he, and shining with a very great splendor;

O Lord, he signifies you to us.

Praised be my Lord for our Sister the Moon,

And for the stars, which God has set clear and lovely in the heavens.

Praised be my Lord for our Brother the Wind,

And for air and cloud, storms and all weather,

Which gives life to all creatures.

Praised be my Lord for our Brother Fire,

Who gives us light in the darkness.

He is bright, and pleasant, and very mighty and strong.

Praised be our Mother Earth, who feeds us.  Amen

Prayer of petition

Respond after each – Reduce our carbon footprint.
Water: Protect fresh water resources. R/
Protect oceans, coral reefs, coastal areas and small islands. R/
Air: Protect the atmosphere by combating climate change and trans-boundary air pollution. R/
Soil: Conserve biological diversity. R/
Combat deforestation and desertification. R/
Protect land resources from nitrogen overload. R/

Let us pray

God of the sun and the moon,

Of the mountains, desserts and plains,

God of the mighty oceans, of rivers, lakes and streams,

God of all creatures that live in seas and fly in the air,

Of every living thing that grows and moves on this sacred Earth.

We are formed by Christ into Your People,

Called to bring the world into your marvelous light,

As the Body of Christ, we are messengers of ecological vocation,

We are entrusted with caring for this Earth that you have created.

Help us to love and respect it,

To repair what we have damaged,

To care for what you have made good and holy,

Give us the wisdom and the passion to change our minds,

Our hearts and our ways.

Let us be mustard seeds in our world,

Bringing about ecological conversion which grows and

Spreads to every corner of the Earth. 

We ask this through Christ, Our Lord.  Amen  Catholic Earthcare Australia, 2002
WEBSITES OF INTEREST

United Nations Environment Program – www.UNEP.org
Catholic Coalition on Climate Change

www.catholicsandclimatechange.org
Ecological Internet – www.ecologicalinternet.org
Climate Map – www.climatehotmap.org 
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The Carmelite NGO, a non-governmental organization in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations and affiliated to the Department of Public Information (DPI) of the United Nations, is comprised of the women and men from around the world who are members of the Carmelite religious Order or its affiliated Congregations, Institutes and ministries within the Catholic Church.

For more information about us and our work, visit our

Website: carmelitengo.org
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