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“For He Himself is our 
peace, who made both 
groups into one and broke 
down the barrier of the 
dividing wall ..."

Ephesians 2:14

The Catholic Catechism 
instructs the faithful that 
good government has 
two duties, both of which 
must be carried out and 
neither of which can be 
ignored. The fi rst duty is to 
welcome the foreigner out 
of charity and respect for 
the human person. ... The 
second duty is to secure 
one’s border and enforce 
the law for the sake of the 
common good."

Catholic Church's Position 
on Immigraton Reform

continued on page 2
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From Guatamala, Through the 
Desert, to New Life
In the summer of  1989, a mother took her 11-year old son and 7-year old daughter from 

their home in southern Guatemala to journey to a new life in North Hollywood, California. 
The mother had made a similar journey fi ve years earlier. Now she was going to make sure her 
children had the opportunity.

   They left Santa Rosa, a small village a few hours south of  Guatemala City, on a rainy, Sunday 
afternoon. A relative drove them to the bus station in Guatemala City. The normal fi ve-hour 
drive to the Mexican border was covered by bus.

   “My mom had friends at the border from her earlier crossing. She remembered where they 
lived and we spent the night there with the family. They were very welcoming. And after 
breakfast the next day, one of  the beautiful things they did was hold hands with us and pray for 
the success of  our journey to the USA. I remember it like it was yesterday because it was very 
powerful for them to give us a place to sleep, food to eat, and then pray with us.”

   After breakfast, they drove the three Guatemalans to the Mexican side of  the border, where 
they were going to catch a bus to Puebla, Mexico. In those days all one needed was a pass at the 
border if  you were with a Mexican family.

   “I remember getting to a bus and then hurrying to get to next bus. The sun went up and the 
sun went down, over and over. All together, it was going to be a week long 
trip.”

A Story of Crossing the US-Mexico Border http://www.americanbordersupport.com
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   When the group arrived in Puebla, they rushed to get something to eat after leaving the 
bus. They were in a hurry to catch the next bus to the next town. “I remember that as we 
were traveling north things got more expensive. That meant we were running short of  mon-
ey. My mother had to sell some of  her jewelry to pay for the bus tickets and for our food.”

   “When we arrived in Mexico City, I remember the bus we were on almost had a car ac-
cident with the car in front of  us. The driver blew the horn but the horn broke and just kept 
sounding for about twenty minutes!” 

   As the threesome got closer to Guadalajara, a man boarded the bus and took a seat next to 
the mother. To them he was just another passenger. But then the mother spotted that the man 
had a badge. He was a federal official. “My mother saw his badge and she got really scared.” 
She told the federal agent that they were traveling north and that they were Guatemalans.

   At some point the bus came upon a police checkpoint. The authorities came onboard the 
bus. “The man told my mom to pretend that she is sleeping and when the other agents came 
on board, he told them my mother was his wife and that we were his kids. The agents from 
the checkpoint were looking for bribes. Then they would arrest the people and send them 
back. They did that to some of  the other passengers on the bus. But they did not bother us.”

   When we finally arrived at our destination in Guadalajara, my mother offered the man 
who had accompanied us through the checkpoint some money. He refused to accept any-
thing. He said that we would need the money more than he did. That was true.”

   “When we were preparing to cross the Sonoran desert, from Guadalajara into the United 
States, a lady came up and started talking to my mother. She said she was a ‘coyote,” a human 
smuggler between Mexico and USA, and that getting people across the border was her busi-
ness. She did not come right out and say it that way. But my mother knew she was a coyote.”

   The mother kept saying that the family was just doing some shopping in Tijuana. The coy-
ote was insistent. It was not the first time she had seen such people wandering the streets. It 

was her business. “Finally my mom told 
the woman the truth—that we were 
going to cross the border— but that 

we did not have much money. She 
offered a place to stay until my mom could get the money to pay for her service of  getting 
us across the border. My mom had money hidden in her clothes to make sure we had what 
we needed but she did not want them to know that.”

   Unfortunately a US border guard was killed while the family was waiting in Tijuana. This 
further delayed their crossing.

   “The coyote was very nice actually. She took my sister and me to a store to get new shoes. 
Our shoes were just wrecked. And then she took us to lunch. She even got us ice cream.” 
Of  course, the coyote even paid for their hotel room in Tijuana, while they were waiting for 
it to become safer to cross the Mexico/USA boarder. Of  course, at the end of  the journey, 
all these courtesies would be part of  the final payment.

   The coyote told us that if  we were caught, we should say we were from Mexico. That way 
the authorities would just deport them to Mexico. They would not be sent all the way back 
to Guatemala. The coyote even went so far as to teach them some of  the basics of  Mexican 
history and major political figures. That way, if  they were caught, they could put on a more 
convincing act as Mexicans. They would know how to answer the authorities’ questions.

   The first attempt to cross the border into the United States was successful. “I remember 
walking, early in the morning, for about half-hour through San Isidro. We did not know that 
the border patrol was around that morning. When the United States Border patrol came up 
on us, we ran. They caught some of  the people who were in our group. They did not find us 
though. We hid and waited for the coyote’s partner.”

❝ ... it was very powerful for them to give us a 
place to sleep, food to eat, and then pray with us.

❞



The Millennium Development Goal (MDG) target of  cut-
ting hunger in half  by 2015 is clearly within reach. Recent 

data show that the world has made more progress against hunger 
than previously thought. But progress against malnutrition has 
been too slow. Globally, one in four children are stunted. Chronic 
malnutrition poses one of  the gravest threats to human develop-
ment and achieving sustainable progress on other MDGs. Reduc-
ing malnutrition remains part of  the unfinished agenda of  the 
MDGs.

   Global poverty is now falling with unprecedented speed. More 
people escaped poverty during the 2000s than in any other decade in history. Even 
more importantly, progress was made in every major region of  the world. According 
to the World Bank, the percentage of  people living below the international poverty 
line ($1.25 per person per day) has fallen already by more than half  since 1990; the 
MDG target of  cutting poverty in half  by 2015 has been reached. Accelerating this 
progress and reaching those left behind should be the focus of  a post-2015 develop-
ment framework.

   The MDGs are the global community’s most holis-
tic approach yet to human development. Since they 
were set in 2000, the MDGs have become embedded 
in national development strategies; they also provide 
a framework for international donor agencies to 
align their support. In the 2000s, as more aid became 
available to help achieve the MDGs, the resources 
dedicated to tracking progress also increased – far-
reaching improvements in accountability. “Although 
it seems obvious today to track progress on intended 

targets,” says Todd Moss of  the Center for Global Development in Washington, DC, 
“common practice in the past was simply to calculate inputs; how much money was 
spent, how many books were bought, etc., rather than on the hoped-for changes in 
countries, such as healthier and more educated people. In fact, the approach of  finding 
out how we are actually doing is obvious now in part because of  the MDGs.”

   Perhaps the greatest contribution of  the MDGs is their role in encouraging the emer-
gence of  a new international social norm. The MDGs provided a lens to focus public 
attention. In the words of  David Hulme and James Scott of  the University of  Man-
chester in the United Kingdom, they succeeded in “showing extreme poverty as morally 
unacceptable in an affluent world.” The MDGs have a fair share of  critics, and they 

are certainly not perfect. But the 
point is that nothing like them has 
been tried before. The MDGs are 
the longest-standing global agree-

ment to fight poverty in human history. That’s why it would be a major step backward 
for the whole world if  the MDGs turned out to be a short-lived, one-off  experiment. 

   The next round of  goals must be universal, requiring all countries to end hunger 
and poverty at home and work together to support leadership in low-income countries 
where the effort will require support from outside. Unlike in 2000, when the MDGs 
were established, 72% of  the world’s poor people now live in middle-income coun-
tries. To end hunger and poverty, a future set of  goals will have to apply to middle-
income and high-income countries as well.

   Global development goals that apply to every country may well be necessary to win 
widespread political support for a new round of  goals. The balance of  power in the 
world has shifted since the MDGs were negotiated. Large middle-income countries 
such as China, India, and Brazil – home to many of  the poor people who now live 
in middle-income countries – are unlikely to let high-income countries escape setting 
goals of  their own.

Hunger Decreasing Worldwide with 
Positive Financial Effects
   In the developing world, the hunger rate 
decreased from 23.2% in 1990-1992 to 
14.3% in 2011-2013. 
   Hunger is a form of  malnutrition, 
resulting from an insufficient food intake 
and too little calories. There is also 
another type of  malnutrition, hidden hun-
ger, resulting from insufficient intake of  
vitamins and other micro-nutrients.
   Chronic malnutrition is an enormous 
drain on a country's financial and hu-
man resources, translating into deficits of  
several billion dollars annually. In sub-
Saharan Africa, an estimated 41% of  all 
children younger than five are malnour-
ished. It is the only region in the world 
where the number of  children is increas-
ing, and the only one projected to suffer 
further increases in food insecurity and 
absolute poverty.

❝  The MDGs are the longest-standing global 
agreement to fight poverty in human history. 

Why the Millennium Development Goals Matter

$3.5 Trillion: The Economic Cost of 
Malnutrition, Equals 5% of Global 
Gross Domestic Product
  Every dollar invested in nutrition gener-
ates as much as $138 in better health 
out-comes and increased productivity, 
and of  the "10 best buys in development" 
identified by a group of  top economists, 
five are nutrition interventions.
   Improving nutrition among pregnant 
women, lactating mothers and young 
children, in particular, is crucial to ending 
preventable child deaths and to unlocking 
the potential of  the millions of  children 
who face early childhood malnutrition. 
   In 2008, the leading British medical 
journal The Lancet declared that malnutrition 
among children younger than 2 is a global 
development challenge of  the greatest 
urgency. Nutrition interventions during 
this window have a profound impact on 
the long-term economic development and 
stability of  entire nations.by Jane Remson, O. Carm. 

❞



Carmelite NGO  
Coordinating Team

Jane Remson, O. Carm.
Main Representative

Joseph Chalmers, O. Carm. 
International Liaison

Beth Fitzpatrick, O. Carm.
Spirituality Reflection Team

Jennifer John Wanjiku, TOC
Kenya, Africa Region

Hariawan Adji, O. Carm.
Asian Region

Conrad Mutizamhempo, O. Carm. 
Carmelite General Council

Annah Theresa Nyadombo, HOLMC
 Zimbabwe, Africa Region

Helen Aricaya Ojario, O. Carm.
North American Region

Eduardo Scarel, O. Carm.
South American Region 

UNFCCC Representative

Arie Kuil, O. Carm.
European Union Region

Andrea Ventimiglia, TOC
European Union Region

William J. Harry, O. Carm.
Communications

 
Committees

North American Climate Change 
Blaise Fernando, O. Carm.  

Spirituality Reflection Team 
Beth Fitzpatrick, O. Carm.
Barbara Breaud, O. Carm.

Camille Anne Campbell, O. Carm. 
Craig Morrison, O. Carm. 

Dionysius Kosasih, O. Carm. 
Christopher O'Donnell, O. Carm.

Joseph Chalmers, O. Carm.
Eduardo Scarel, O. Carm.

Carmelite NGO
Main Office:  
1725 General Taylor Street 
New Orleans, LA 70115   USA
Tel: (+01) 504.458.3029 
Fax: (+01) 504. 864.7438 
jremson@carmelitengo.org
carmelitengo.org

U.N. Finds Increase in Trafficking of Children

One in three human trafficking victims is a child, most victims are female, and traffick-
ers operate with wide impunity, the United Nations claimed in a report on modern-

day slavery. The 2014 Global Report on Trafficking in Person, produced by the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime shows that the proportion of  children among victims 
appeared to be rising. In Africa and the Middle East, two out of  three victims are children.

   The 2014 indicated growth in the buying and selling of  humans despite laws passed in an 
increasing number of  countries. While sexual exploitation remains the predominant reason 
for trafficking, victims are also increasingly being used for forced labor. Girls account for 
two out of  every three children victims. Together with adult women, females make up 70 
percent of  all trafficking victims.

   Trafficking was a problem throughout the world, with at least 152 countries of  origin and 
124 countries of  destination. More than 6 in 10 victims have been transported across at 
least one national border.

   The report is based on known cases, while trafficking operates in the shadows. Even 
though traffickers do not conduct their business openly, they have little fear of  prosecution 
because many countries do not enforce their laws. Forty percent of  the world's countries 
have recorded few or no convictions.

   “Since I was being chased by the border patrol, I tried crossing the freeway. But the 
coyote told me not to. I was not accustomed to all the automobile traffic, especially on the 
freeway. It never stopped coming. But I finally was able to make my way to a guy in a truck. 
He was the coyote’s partner and was waiting for us on the US side of  the border. He drove 
us north, to our home in North Hollywood, California. It was a Sunday.”

   The childrens’ stepfather waited for them in North Hollywood. He had his paycheck to 
give the payment to the coyote. However, coyotes accept only cash. Since it was Sunday, 
there was no place to cash the check. So the family spent another evening in the hands of  
the coyote. Once the coyote received the cash payment for their work, the mother and her 
two young children were allowed to go home.

   In 1989, the average per person fee for the services of  a coyote was $1,200 for children 
and $1,500 for adults. The group that crossed over on this day in 1989 included eight 
people: men, women, and children. Not all made it to their destination. Some did, thanks 
to their own efforts as well as the kindness of  strangers, and perhaps the presence of  God 
walking with them.

There were 643,474 apprehensions in 2012 by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE), the two agencies within DHS responsible for the identification and removal of in-
admissible noncitizens. About 98 percent of Border Patrol apprehensions occurred along the Southwest border. The 
leading countries of nationality of those apprehended in 2012 (92% of all apprehensions) were Mexico, Guatemala, 
Honduras, and El Salvador. The number of unaccompanied minors began to surge in 2012, mainly driven by an in-
flux of children from El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras. More than 68,000 children have been caught crossing 
the United States border alone from October 2013 through October 2014, double the previous year’s number.
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