
 When James Kofi  Annan was just a young boy, his parents struggled to keep him and 
his siblings healthy and well-fed. When an enterprising man came to town, promising 

to provide a better life for young James, his parents jumped at the chance for an additional 
income and, at the very least, one fewer mouth to feed.  

   But James did not fi nd a better life on Lake Volta, where he was taken by the man who 
turned out to be a traffi cker. Instead, he was forced to work sixteen to twenty hour days, 
enduring excruciating and increasingly more dangerous work as a fi sherman’s assistant. He 
was routinely and viciously beaten, fed only once a day, and witnessed murder and sexual 
violence. He assumed that his entire life would be spent in captivity and even imagined that 
his only aspiration in life could be to attain the status of  the slave master instead of  the 
slave.

   James was not alone. The US Department of  Labor estimates that there are 2.7 mil-
lion children working in the fi shing industry, in cocoa farms, and in domestic servitude in 
Ghana alone. The International Labor Organization estimates that there are at least 85 mil-
lion children performing dangerous labor around the world today.

   Luckily James was eventually able to escape. He snuck away from his employer and hopped 
a bus back home. Determined to get an education, he went back to elementary school, even 
though he was 13 years old. Through his determination, he rose to the 
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“The trade in human per-
sons constitutes a shocking 
offense against human dig-
nity and a grave violation of 
fun- damental human rights. 
... Such situations are an af-
front to fundamental values 
which are shared by all cul-
tures and peoples, values 
rooted in the very nature of 
the human person.

The alarming increase in 
the trade in human beings 
is one of the pressing po-
litical, social and economic 
prob- lems associated with 
the process of globalization; 
it presents a serious threat 
to the security of individual 
nations and a question of 
international justice which 
cannot be deferred."

—Pope John Paul II
Letter on the Occasion of the “Twenty-

First Century Slavery - The Human 
Rights Dimension to Traffi cking in 

Human Beings” Conference, 2002

continued on page 2
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head of  his class and eventually went on to college, and 
then into a career in banking. He had a lucrative job, a 
comfortable life, and a fine family, but he realized some-
thing was missing. He thought about his past experi-
ences and realized that he could not know such suffering 
and not try to put a stop to it. He opened a small school 
in his home village of  Winneba, and began an effort to 
rescue children from the fishing industry.

   Today, James is the president of  Challenging Heights, 
the organization he founded to rescue and rehabilitate 
forced child laborers in Ghana. But the organization 
does more than simply rescue those who have already 

been taken, it works to prevent the situation happening to others who are vulnerable. Chal-
lenging Heights works from a promising multi-pronged approach to the problem. Central 
to the project is the rescue, rehabilitation, restoration, and education for those who have 
been victims. Add to that the community vigilance committees made up of  community 
members dedicated to making their regions slavery-proof. He also facilitates child protection 
groups that teach children to advocate for their own rights. He goes into the fishing villages 
to promote educational programs that help fishermen learn new methods of  fishing  that 
do not “require” child laborers. He trains law enforcement and teachers and bus drivers to 
identify children who are being trafficked.  He provides job skills training to families who do 
not have adequate incomes and are more likely to be vulnerable to traffickers. And he helps 
write legislation that will help people all over Ghana avoid victimization.

   Two summers ago, this complex approach to trafficking proved its value. A young boy 
named David was told in the morning that he would be sent away to work at Lake Volta. 
David had visited a child protection group meeting, and he had learned of  the dire fates of  
those children who worked there. He searched for James all over town that day to report 
what was about to happen to him. He wasn’t able to locate “Senior” (the name the young 
rescued children have given to James) that day, and when he arrived back home he was 
greeted by his parents and a strange man he had never met.  He was put on a local bus to 
travel to Lake Volta, but he was not to be deterred in his determination to avoid being traf-
ficked. He shouted to the passengers on the bus that he was being taken away by a stranger 
who was going to enslave him. The passengers on the bus launched into a furious debate. 
Some thought that they should mind their own business. Others thought that they should 
do something to help the child.  

   Quietly, and without any discussion, the bus driver directed the bus to the nearest police 
station. He had attended a meeting in which he was trained about the problem of  trafficking 
and the routes that traffickers take – in public transport – to bring their captives into forced 
labor. The bus driver brought the child into the police station, where Challenging Heights had 
recently trained the officers on appropriate responses to cases of  trafficking. The police im-
mediately called James on his cell phone and arranged for the child’s parents to come into the 
station. When James arrived, he was able to offer the parents what they needed – education 
for all of  their children at his Challenging Heights School, lunches and school uniforms for all 
of  the kids who attended school, and a job skills training program for the mother of  the child.

   This story represents the success of  James’s comprehensive approach to the issue of  traf-
ficking. We cannot simply rescue children and believe that we have done our job. We need 
full community participation in making our world slavery-proof. It is possible to make those 
vast cultural changes that raise people’s awareness and move their consciences toward ac-
tions. James and Challenging Heights are doing that important work.

Laura Murphy is Assistant Professor of English at Loyola University New Orleans, where she is the director of the Modern 
Slavery Research Project and the African and African American Studies program. She is the author of Survivors of Slav-
ery: Modern-Day Slave Narratives.

by Laura Murphy 

James Kofi Annan and the author, Laura 
Murphy



With increased political support, it is indeed feasible to imagine 
a world free from hunger by 2030. The global community 

must build on the achievements of  the MDGs so far and redouble 
its efforts. This is the time. The final push and a strong finish by 
2015 are critical to building momentum and creating an appetite 
for a universal post-2015 development framework.

   In May 2013, the High Level Panel on the post-2015 develop-
ment agenda – a group tasked with advising the UN Secretary 
General – released its report A New Global Partnership: Eradicate 
Poverty and Transform Economies through Sustainable Development.  The 

report advocates five “global shifts:”

          ~ Leave no one behind;

          ~ Put sustainable development at the core;

          ~ Transform economies for jobs and inclusive growth;

          ~ Build peace and effective, open, and accountable institutions for all;

          ~ Forge a new global partnership.

   The panel also recommended that the post-2015 agenda adopt a goal to achieve 
food security and good nutrition for all, emphasize the economic empowerment 

of  women and girls, 
improve governance 
and institutions, and 
integrate equality and 
shared prosperity into 
all of  the development 
goals so that no one is 
left behind.

   In July 2013, UN 
Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon released a 
report outlining his 
vision for the post-
2015 agenda – A Life of  
Dignity for All: Accelerat-
ing Progress Toward the 
Millennium Development 
Goals and Advancing the 
United Nations Develop-

ment Agenda Beyond 2015. The report calls for a universal development agenda that 
promotes inclusivity. This is very important. In order to be considered “met,” a target 
must be reached by all relevant income and social groups – thus ensuring a measure 

of  inclusiveness that would be 
overlooked by basing progress on 
averages alone.

   The post-2015 development 
agenda provides an opportunity 

to promote equitable growth in all countries. It is also an opportunity to recognize 
linkages across key areas: food security and good nutrition; agricultural development; 
women’s economic empowerment; and good governance, effective institutions and 
strengthening local capacity. Goals should be formulated in ways that capture the 
great potential of  coordinated approaches, which have proven to be highly effective in 
responding to multiple development challenges.

Reported in the 2014 Hunger Report by Bread for the World Institute.   
To download the full report go to www.bread.org/institute.

❞

❝ It is indeed feasible to imagine a world free 
from hunger by 2030. The global community must 
build on the achievements of  the MDGs so far and 
redouble its efforts.

Moving Forward: 
A Post 2015 Agenda

by Jane Remson, O. Carm. 

Which Countries Have the Worst 
Record for Human Trafficking?

Fully complies with the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act's (TVPA) standards.

Does not fully comply with the TVPA's 
standards, but are making significant efforts 
to bring themselves into compliance.

The number of  victims is very significant. 
There is no evidence that countries are mak-
ing signicant efforts to improve based on 
their commitments over the next year. (WL = 
watchlist)

Does not fully comply with minimum stan-
dards and not making significant efforts to 
do so.

   After some years of  an established envi-
ronmental studies in Carmelite secondary 
schools, a new climate change project is 
being developed which will gather credible 
information and write lesson plans for an 
environmental curriculum for schools and 
information to educate the general public 
on the effects of  climate change on our 
lives and planet.

   Funding for the project has been sought 
from several organizations. The Singing for 
Change Foundation, based in Charleston, 
South Carolina, approved a $40,000 grant 
over four years. The Raskob Foundation 
has awarded $10,000 to the project. The 
Sisters of  St. Francis also awarded $5,000 
for the project.

   The fund will be used for a three-phased 
project. Phase I includes active participation 
in the international gathering of  the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change. The work of  UNFCCC is the 
stabilization of  greenhouse gas concentra-
tion in the atmosphere. Phase II and III will 
create lesson plans for secondary schools 
around the world. 

New Climate Change Project Being 
Developed and Funded
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"No Longer Slaves, But 
Brothers and Sisters"

Annual Papal World Day of Peace Message 
Takes on Sin of Human Trafficking

In anticipation of  the celebration of  World 
Day of  Peace on January 1, Pope Francis 

made a forceful and personal plea for the end 
of  modern-day slavery. He urges governments, 
communities, and individuals "not to become ac-

complices" to human trafficking and exploitation in the various forms modern society has 
adapted. January 1 is the Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of  God. 

   Dated December 8, the Feast of  the Immaculate Conception, the letter's title is a refer-
ence to St. Paul's Letter to Philemon. The release of  the message on December 10 came 
during a press conference headlined by several women religious from across the world who 
have been working against human trafficking.

   In his second message, Pope Francis focuses on global laborers, migrants, prostitutes, 
forced soldiers, and hostages who "are deprived of  freedom and are forced to live in condi-
tions akin to slavery."

   Pope Francis has frequently critiqued the process of  economic globalization. The 
religious leader writes that it leads to a "globalization of  indifference" to the struggles of  
peoples around the world. Francis calls for a new global atmosphere.

   In describing why Pope Francis chose trafficking as the theme for World Peace Day 2015, 
a statement from the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace said, “Many people think that 
slavery is a thing of  the past,” but “this social plague remains all too real in today’s world” 
with child labor, forced prostitution, trafficking for organs and a variety of  forms of  forced 
labor.

James Kofi Annan’s work to prevent child slavery in Ghana has not gone unnoticed. 
This March, when Pope Francis and Archbishop Justin met to proclaim their united 

campaign against human trafficking, they asked James to advise them and to speak to 
their congregations. James traveled to Rome for the announcement of  the campaign, 
and he was asked to give a speech.

   His message was simple: Christians – clergy and parishioners alike – have an enor-
mous role to play in ending modern slavery. He reminded them that over 90 percent 
of  the children he rescues are Christian. And the same percentage of  traffickers have 
a Christian background. Whether we like to admit it or not, this is an issue that affects 
members of  Christian churches. He implored the clergy gathered there “to respond by 
impressing upon their members and leaders to take action to prevent slavery from hap-
pening. We have ministers, and when they speak, the congregation listens. When your 
church leaders speak, it is like God speaking to you. So if  the pastors have a commit-
ment to addressing this issue, then they can commit at least three minutes each month 
of  their preaching time to talking about this issue. And look at the number of  congrega-
tions we have. So many people will have heard the message of  human trafficking.”

   The next day, James saw the Archbishop of  Canterbury give his homily.  Archbishop 
Justin did precisely what James asked him to do.  He spent more than three minutes on 
the pulpit telling James’s story and awakening the congregation to their responsibility to 
fight human trafficking.

   Archbishop Justin met again in Rome this month to discuss plans for their anti-
trafficking campaign. James was there to consult. And he is visiting the Vatican, Sweden, 
and London as well this month.

   If  this advocate for child’s rights and social justice has the time to travel all over Eu-
rope and the US to share his message, we certainly have three minutes now and then to 
share it with our own communities as well.

James Joins the Pope's Anti-Trafficking Efforts


